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20 Peace Conventions. [Feb. 

Movements in Great Britain. 
Our friends in England continue their wonted activity. Some twenty 
dense pages of the October Herald are filled with reports of what they are 
doing in different parts of the country, but especially of lectures delivered in 
London and other large and important places, of petitions presented to Par- 
liament, and able memorials on the affairs of Hayti, Tahiti and Morocco. 
We subjoin a single specimen of their manly and forcible remonstrances to 
their rulers against certain evils inseparable from the present war system. 
It is a petition to Parliament from 1240 inhabitants of Reading " against 
sending soldiers to foreign and colonial countries." 

Petition from Reading. — " Respectfully showeth, That your petitioners 
observe with deep concern, that, the practice continues of sending soldiers 
from these kingdoms to various foreign and colonial stations. 

" That a large proportion of the troops sent abroad consist of young men 
who have left their civil pursuits, through the oppressions on industry, and 
have entered the army, ignorant of the sufferings attendant on military life. 

" That your petitioners are informed and believe, that during the last 
three years, or thereabout, there have perished in the British dependencies 
abroad, and in countries adjacent, upwards of twelve thousand soldiers, na- 
tives of the United Kingdom. 

" That the annual mortality among one thousand European soldiers under 
thirty years of age, stationed in Jamaica, is upwards of one hundred and for- 
ty ; and that in the various garrisons in India, China, and Bermuda, the 
deaths are fearfully numerous ; so that comparatively few British soldiers 
from those settlements, ever return home. 

" Your petitioners desire to express their conviction, that no government 
has a right to require of citizens services so dreadful, and attended with such 
awful sacrifice of human life. 

" They therefore beseech the House of Commons, as the trustees of the 
people, not to sanction, by votes of money or otherwise, any further em- 
barkation of troops from the United Kingdom to foreign or colonial coun- 
tries." 



SERIES OF PEACE CONVENTIONS. 

We had space in our last number for only a passing glance at these Con- 
ventions held in Worcester, North Brookfield, Westfield and Springfield, 
Mass., and in Hartford, Conn. We now copy from The Christian Citizens. 
much fuller, yet still a very brief,- synoptical report of only the two sessions 
in Worcester, which may, we presume, be regarded as a fair specimen of 
the rest, though the meetings were in several other places attended by much 
larger numbers. 

The first of a series of Peace Conventions, to be holden in several towns 
in the county, commenced its sessions on the 11th inst^- at Brinley Hall. 
Present, Samuel E. Coues, Esq. Pres. Am. Peace Society ; J. P. Blanch- 
ard, Agent do. ;. Prof. Amasa Walker, of North Brookfield ; Rev. Joshua 
Bates, D. D., Dudley; Rev. Mr. Peck, Grafton ; all of whom took a part 
in the discussion. 

The Convention was organized by the choice of Rev. Dr. Bates, as Presi- 
dent, and J. P. Blanchard, and Elihu Burritt as Secretaries. The following 
resolution was presented by Mr. Coues : 

Resolved, " That all war is inconsistent with the spirit of the gospel." 

This resolution Mr. Coues introduced and supported with a vigorous and 
glowing speech. He took and ably defended the ground, that war can never 
cease, while the Christian world admits it to be justified by the principles of 



